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To the KING. 


ved of your Royal Bounty | Wha: have they dane? 
What Arts, what Stratagems could be made uſe of to 
render them Obnoxious to your Majeſty's Cenſure ? 
Tvey are firmly per uaded, that next to the Duty 
they owe to God, they are oblig d to pay Ma je- 
ny an Obedience without Limits: They 
no Power on Earth, that can Abſolve them from their 
Allegiance. To fear God, and honour your Majeſly ; 
to Sacrifice their Lives and Fortunes to your Maje- 
ſiy's Service and Intcreſt, is an [nviolable Maxim 
amongſt them, and one they take particular care to 
Implant in, and Tranſmit to their Poltericy. The Trou- 


bles of the precteding Reigns cannot, without the great- 


eſt Injultice, be imputed to them. Your Majeſty is 
too Senſible, and your Councils ton Wiſe and Pene- 
trating, pot to krow that thoſe Commotions 
were caused, cithrr by Pri ces Legitimate Heirs 
ta- the Croun which they have Tran mitted to 
your Majcity, in D. tending it agarnit thoſe that would 
have Ufurp'd ; it or h ſome Grandes of State, who 
never want Pretences, eſpecially when they imagine 
that a Chief M:nilter of Statc abuics his Princes Au- 


try. In Effect, Sir, ſince your Majeſty has Af 
cended the Throne, and had the ſole Government of 
all ia your own Hands, none of your Petitioners have 
been ever found to ſtray from their Duty; nay. they 
may even glory in the approbation, whercwith your 
Majxctty has particularly been pleas'd to honour their 
Figelity, which always remain'd firm and conſtant, 
amidſt very powerſul Sollicitations to the con- 
tray, during your Majeſty's Minority, whoſe incon- 
teſtable Right, upon all Emergencies, they have al- 
ways eſteem d as and Inviolable. 

We doubt not, Sir, but chat we have been repreſented 
to your Majeſty,who are too much otherwilc buſied to 

| with our Religion, as a Peo- 
pq whom a mere Spirit of Libertiniſm had engag'd 
in their Proſeſeſſion, and which they would eaſily A- 

„without the leaſt 1emorſe, as ſnon as they 
ſhould fee ic embroil d in Difficulties, and ſurrounded 
with choſe Formidabl: Dangers, the neceiary Effects 
of ſo many Decrees and Declarations, which have 
been, as it were, Extorred from your Majeſty againſt 
them: But we moſt Humbly beſeech] you, Sir, by 
ht Royal Bounty, that noble Source of your Sub- 
jects quiet, to reflect a little npon thoſe miſ- informa- 
tions given your Majeſty, and upon that pretended 
Libertiniſm by which we have been Miſ-repreſenced in 
your Majcſty's Eyes. Surely it cannot be a Spirit of 
Libertiniſm that has vblig d ſo many Thouſands of Souls 
to quit their Native Country, a Country abourding 
in all good things, to go and beg their Bread among 
Strangers; to ex themſelves to the danger of Im- 
priſonment, Confine ment in Convents, and the Galleys, 
as there have been of all Conditions and Characters: 
It can only, Sie, be the very power ſul actings of Con- 
ſcience, that can ſuſtain ſuch Excremities. It is true, 
if Conſciences aliogerher lanorant, and Prepoſleſi d 
with fail e Principles, ſhould engage in Crimes that 
might dilturb the publick Quiet, it would be your Ma- 
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: andou' ted Right to ſuppreſs their Turbulencies 
3 inal Progrefſes. But, Sir, we are perſuaded 
gcyateft Enemies can impure nothing like that 


to uu. Our Morals are pure and withaut diemiſh, 
bahin relation to God, in relation to your Majeſty, 
and the publick tranquility. As for our NoQrine, 
hat Error has it ever been oon int of? We receive 
the Creed cmpos d by the firſt Oecumen ques Coun- 
cils, ani the Creed called the Apaſtles. We believe in 
one oily Gad, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. We be- 
Iicve we are Redeem d by the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chrift, 
our God a Redeemer, provided we partake of the 
Merits of his Uenth and Stuff cings, by a lively Faith, 
manifeſted iu g 0d Works, and by a ſincere Repen- 
tance. We :dmit in the Hy Sacramem, a f irtua 
Eating the Ficth of ſeſus Cut ift. We Baprize in the Name 
of the Father, ot the Son, and of the Holv Ghoſt, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins. We pray to Ged, in the Name 
of Je:vs Chriſt, nd thro his Iuteece ſſion, as he has 
commanded u*. This is, Sir, the ſubſtance of our 
Religion: Your own Divi..cs agree to al thoſe articles, 
and receive them as we do. N 

We cannot Worſhip the Sicrament of the Euchariſt; 


-- 


re: aining the ſame Sentiments we proſcis, we did; ſo 
that we carne be compell'd to it without being forc'd 
to commn the gremett of Grimes. We ͤbeſcech your 
M-: zeſty fe) e wider it. Pardon us, Fir, if we are fo bokd 
with. yo ir Nie y upon that which is ſubject of our 
S and Tram. We are none, % what Name ſu- 
ever be © von us, we arc none of thuſe Ancient Here. 
ret. M m the Church has fo juſt ly Anathemati d, 
ts onthe they ha! nanlung but ih: ame of Chriſtiani- 
ty, „een th e diſhonnurd 'y ther monſtrous Do- 


Fringe, s wells their impure worals. If we refuſe 
ty Lelicve ttt Nt of Piirgorary, of the ſadul- 
ences, the 1c cn of Sainte, the Worſhip of Ima- 


es, the Vererzrc at Relicks and thoſe other little 
%, vgtio:s ch the Mone have invented in theſe 
latter Ages; s ce tnt Articles being not to be 
found in the H ly Scripture, we think we cannot, 
with a ſaſc Co ſcience, receive them by vertue of any 
humane Authoiry. 
Wie ſpeak, Sir, of Humane Authority; for we are 
perſuaded, that if God had been pleas'd to have E- 
re.ted1 a vitible Tribunal hefe on Earth, ro which we 
muſt appeal, aud ſubnut Hur Conſciences in matters 
of Religion, that infallible Tribunal would have been, 
„haut all doubt, fo well characterized, and diſtin- 
2u+ih:d4 as to have been eaſilyj known; the ſafety ard 
gust of Conſciences being fo nearly concern d in it. 
M., vir, your Majcfty knows very well, that in the 
Ramiſh Communion it (cif, that Tribunal is ſtill in 
veſtion betwecn the Pope and the Councils; all the 
livines of your Ma jeſty s Ki dom decide it in Fa- 
our of the C incils; all the Divines of realy, and 
many others, hold for the Pope: The difficulties al- 
ledg'd on both ſides are ſo conſiderable, that not being 
able to find. with the certainty that Faith requires, 
that infalhble Tribunal, we, think it the ſureſt way 
to f Ho orly the Word of God for the Rule of Faith. 
Our bchaviour (in our opinion) has nothing of that 
 obltivacy which makes Heretic, according to the Ca- 
nons of the Church. 
We prav God jo Lengthen and Proſper your Ma- 
je ſty s Reign, but in fine, your Majeſty is not Immor:- 
tal: Pechaps, Sir, on your death Bed you will have 
fome Fears that may cauſe remorſe, for having En- 
dea vor d to force the Conſcience of your Subjects; 
of thoſe who have always given you an account of 
their Faich, with che urmoſt Obedience and Reſpect, 
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and it cannat be deny'd but we hovid be idolaters if, 


whenever y ur Majeſty has becn pleas'd to require it 
of them. We beſcech your Majeuv, in the Name of 
God, to coni;der, that perhaps at the lat moments of 

dur Breath, the dreadſul miſeties of great a num- 

F of Four Sul jede, into which four Matty, thro 
the perſwaſions of pretended Zcaiors, lunged 
them, may preſent themſelves before your Eyes to 
the Eternal oiltu;bance of the Reſt of your Soul. For 
in fine, Sit, give us leave to ſay once more, what 
have we done to draw Your Indignation up.n us? 
ſuppoſing our Religion was falfe, your Majeſty in en- 
ding us Divincs for our lInſtruct:on, has done all God 

requires of a Chriſt ian Prince, without being oblig d 
by your Vi tv to revoke your Royal Edicts and Parole: 
The ſame Grd, who commands us to ca vor the 
Salvation oi our Neighbours, forbids us to tc rce Con- 
Lience ad ublige Men to be Hypoctucs againſt their 
will. We can hardly believe that the Viole nces done 
us, have come to your Majcſiy's kywledge, or that 
you would futfer the Annals of your Glorious Reign 
to be ſtain d with ſuch Barbarities; or that it ſhould 
be ſaid your Majeſty had perſecuted his Faithful Sub- 
jects only becauie <hey would tere God according to 
his Word, and the Dictutes of their own Conſciences, 
without ever being faulty otherwiſe in their Duty. 
For, theſe ſeveral years of our Sufferings, we have 
carefylly examin d our Religion z we may even ſay, 
tho to our ſhame, that we have ermmia d ie With a 
ſecret deſire to tind Errors in it, on purpoſe to Obey 
your Majeſty s Orders: But that examination has only 
ſerv d to confirm us in that Faith we hare profeſs'd 
from our laſancy. - 

We have remain d in filence ever ſince your Maje- 
ſty has been engag d in a tedini.s Warr. Now, Sir, 
when the Peace of Ezrepe is on | ot, give us leave 
to beg, with all the Reſpect duc io your Majeſty, the 
Peace of our Conſciences: Here, ome intreat your 
Majeſty to deliver them ara ther Wives and 
Childrenz there, otners tcp, ri Fathers and Hug- 
bands: Some humbly pray your Magen to deliver 
them out of Cenvencs, Priions, and thoſt Barbarous 
Countries, where they are banith'd amongſt Savages ; 
others to free them from Ferrers and Oars, Where 
they are chain'd with Villains. Let not us, Sir, alone 
be the People ro whom your Royal Goodneſs muſt 
be inacceſſible. We humbly Requett to live pencea- 
bly, as ſudmiſſire and ſaithſul Subjects to y our Ma- 
xy, with the liberty of ſerving God according to 
our Conſcience. Permit Royal Sir, be pleaſed to per- 
mir, thoſe great numbers of your Subjects, whom thei 
Religion has forc'd out of your Dominions, to return 
nome again, to end their diy under your Royal Ru- 
thority, to Worſhip God with us, as they did hereto- 
ore. 

Be d, Sir, to receive, with your wonted Good. 
neſs this Humble Petition, od mo ns 
would have fign'd, if permtted by your Majeſty: Be 
% Farourable as ro hear our juſt Supplications, and 
humble Addreſſes to your Majeſty, beſecching 
you to ca your Eyes upon our Miſeriesr, upon 
thoſe Tears we fo often ſhed in ſecret in our Fami- 
lids, Sir, you know our Fidelicy, therefore be pleas'd 
to grant us again your Protection, and the wonted Ef. 
fects of your Goodneis and juſtice, which have been 
taken away from us, as it were, by ſurprize, and thoſe 
mis. inſormationn. here wich your Majeſty has been pre. 
poſſeſi d. We ſhall always pray God Almighty, as we 
do, for the Proſperity 6f your Majeſty's Reign and ſa- 
cred Perſon ; and ſhall take Care to tranſmit thoſe juf 
Sentiments of Obedience and Fidelity, to our lateſt 
Poſterity. 
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